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close quarters with their short stabbing assegais. Two
thousand Zulus bit the dust that day; but, with their over-
whelming numbers and a fierce courage that knew no fear of
death, they got closer and closer to the British regiment,
whose ranks were now being broken by the storm of assegais.
At last, when the powder was nearly spent and death was very
close, Colonel Pulleine called .to Lieutenant Melvill, and said:
'You, as senior Lieutenant, will take the colours, and make
the best of your way from here.' Then he shook Melvill's
hands, and, turning to the men who still lived, he said to them
cheerfully: c Men of the 24th, here we are, and here \ve stand
to fight it out to the end.'

The end came when the last bullet had been fired, and the
savages swarmed upon the heroic British soldiers, and
butchered them with assegai and club. Only a few escaped
from that field of death. Young Melvill himself, before the
last rush, got away on a good horse with the precious colours
of his regiment, accompanied by Lieutenant Coghill and
Private Williams. They were hotly pursued, and upon
reaching the Buffalo River Williams was swept off his feet
by the current and drowned. Then Melvill's horse was killed
by an assegai, and the colours slipped from the young officer's
grasp. Lieutenant Coghill had got across in safety, but,
seeing the plight of his comrade, he rode bravely back, regard-
less of his own safety, to lend a hand to the swimmer. Prob-
ably they would have escaped if the one remaining horse had
not been killed at this moment by the enemy.

* The Zulus opened a heavy fire/ says the official despatch,
' directing it more especially on Lieutenant Melvill, who wore
a red patrol jacket. There are, not many hundred yards from
the river bank, two boulders, within 6 feet of each other, near
the rocky path. At these boulders they made their last stand,
and fought until overwhelmed. Here we found them lying
side by side, and buried them on the spot where they fought
so well and gallantly. There is no need to remind Englishmen
of their conduct. While we remember the Zulu War it will